
9th Grade Summer Reading Options: Select ONE 
 

You can either check the book out of the public library or check it out from WGHS.  It must be completed 
for the first day of school at WGHS. 
 

 Coyote Waits 
By Tony Hillerman 

  
720 Lexile 

The car fire didn't kill Navajo Tribal Policeman Delbert Nez—a bullet did. And the old man in 
possession of the murder weapon is a whiskey-soaked shaman named Ashie Pinto. Officer Jim Chee 
is devastated by the slaying of his good friend Del and confounded by the prime suspect's refusal to 
utter a single word of confession or denial. Lieutenant Joe Leaphorn believes there is much more to 
this outrage than what appears on the surface, as he and Jim Chee set out to unravel a complex 
weave of greed and death that involves a historical find and a lost fortune. But the hungry and 
mythical trickster Coyote is waiting, as always, in the shadows to add a strange and deadly new 
twist. 

           Ender’s Game 
By Orson Scott Card 

  
780 Lexile 

“Intense” is the word for Ender's Game. Aliens have attacked Earth twice and almost destroyed the 
human species. To make sure humans win the next encounter, the world government has taken to 
breeding military geniuses—and then training them in the arts of war. The early training, not 
surprisingly, takes the form of games. Ender Wiggin is a genius among geniuses; he wins all the 
games. He is smart enough to know that time is running out. But is he smart enough to save the 
planet? 

 The Running Dream 
By Wendelin Van 

Draanen 

 
650 Lexile 

 Jessica thinks her life is over when she loses a leg in a car accident. She's not comforted by the news 
that she'll be able to walk with the help of a prosthetic leg. Who cares about walking when you live 
to run? As she struggles to cope with crutches and a first cyborg-like prosthetic, Jessica feels oddly 
both in the spotlight and invisible. People who don't know what to say, act like she's not there. 
Which she could handle better if she weren't now keenly aware that she'd done the same thing herself 
to a girl with cerebral palsy named Rosa. A girl who is going to tutor her through all the math she's 
missed. A girl who sees right into the heart of her. With the support of family, friends, a coach, and 
her track teammates, Jessica may actually be able to run again. But that's not enough for her now. 
She doesn't just want to cross finish lines herself—she wants to take Rosa with her. 

Roll of Thunder 
 Hear My Cry 

By Mildred Taylor 

  
920 Lexile 

 Set in Mississippi at the height of the Depression, this is the story of one family's struggle to 
maintain their integrity, pride, and independence in the face of racism and social injustice. And it is 
also Cassie's story—Cassie Logan, an independent girl who discovers over the course of an 
important year why having land of their own is so crucial to the Logan family, even as she learns to 
draw strength from her own sense of dignity and self-respect. 

Children of Blood and 
Bone 

By Tomi Adeyemi 

 
670 Lexile 

Tomi Adeyemi’s debut novel is the start of what promises to be an epic, addictive new series. The 
Children of Blood and Bone is influenced by Adeyemi’s West African heritage, and in it she bends 
religious deities (the Orïsha) and a diverse landscape into a refreshing new take on fantasy. The 
Children of Blood and Bone is told from multiple points of view, as Inan and Amari, children of the 
iron-fisted king, and Zélie and Tzain, siblings who have suffered greatly under the king’s regime, 
find themselves on a dark, magic-filled quest for power. Their journey is accompanied by violence 
and betrayal, but friendship and even star-crossed love also play a part. Enriched with themes that 
resonate in today’s social and political landscape, The Children of Blood and Bone takes on injustice, 
discrimination, and a struggle for change. 

 


